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FORESTRY

In Unite and Subject

In the elementary grades, forest and other natural re-
source teaching may well be integrated into the units
commonly taught. The objective should be to develop
the student's interest in, and appreciation, of, his de-
pendence on soil, water, forests, wildlife, ano the min-
erals. Phases of conservation, such as protection and
common uses, are adaptable here. It isdoubtful thatthe
term "conservation" should be used at this level.

In the junior high school, special units on conservation
have a place, A cons ervation tun t maybe taught in geog-
raphy in one grade, in history in another and in science
in still another grade. The phases of conservation ap-
propriate to each subject should be sqlected.

These special units should emphasize the local re-
sources. In a forest area the unit might wellbe onfor-
es ts. If properly developed, all the other resources will
be brought into the discussion as they relate to forests.
A unit developed on a local interest in lumbering will
naturally lead to problems in watershed protection,
fire, insect and disease control, irrigation, power, wild-
life, and soil.

In the High School Subjects

Biol offers the greatest opportunity of any of the
school sciences for conservation education because

it deals primarily with the life processes of the renew-
able resources. Here the Literdependertce ci the re-
sources, the hydrologic cycle, food chains, plain succes-
sions, climax associations, the forest as a community,
the factors determining populations of wildlife, and many
other problems serve to develop an understanding and
appreciation for what is called the natural balance or
laws of Nature.

In American history there nay well be recognition of
the impact t/ natural resources on population move-

FS-62

ments, how sectionalism developed over resources and
their use, how abundance and development of resources
have affected commerce and the outcomes of wars.

In sittics an understanding miry be developed of the
public's concern in the management of public lands and
waters, of the owner's responsibility or trusteeship of
resources, the recognition that his resources must con-
tinuously contribute to the stability of the Notion. Of
equal importance is the development of an understand-
ing of the public's responsibility to help the individual
prat ce conservation.

In economics conservation may be presented as an
economic policy: using the increase of renewable re-
sources, as against liquidation of the entire capital of
these natural resources.

In sociology a unit on conservation may well develop
the understandings that the human resource rises or
falls with the natural resource, that the standard of
living in a region over a long period is an indication
of what has happened to the natural resources, that the
two spiral downward or upward together, not separately.

In modern problems the work should include a cons ider-
irtiTiiarand use, national policies in regard to submar-
gingl agricultural land, the effects of certain laws In the
regulation of resource use, cooperative plans and efforts
to conserve resources, and the limitations on rights of
individuals and gr2ups to the use of resources on public
lands and in public waters,

Note to Teachers

Other Conservation Teaching Aids are available to
teachers on request. Address your inquiry to Forest
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20250, and ask for FS-28, MATERIALS TO
HE LP TE ACH FOREST CONSERVATION.

Revis.xl September 1968


